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PROCEEDINGS

MS. GOULD: Let"s go on record. Good morning.
My name is Jill Gould. 1 am the financial director of
Northern Vermont Agency of Human Services. Under federal
regulation we must at the beginning of each federal year
conduct our public hearing and notification of that
public hearing for these federal block grants
administered by HS.

Today 1 have with me members from departments
who can address any specific concerns or questions
regarding these grants. | believe you all received prior
to today"s hearing a summary of the block grants. 1
should also note that these block grants and the
respective programs and amounts for the most part were
approved as part of our last legislative session as part
of the fiscal year 2006 Budget Containment
Appropriations Act, Act 58 of the Acts of 2015.

Currently the federal appropriations bill
supporting these block grants are under review. The
estimated allocations remain consistent with these
presentations. Until enacted into federal law we will
use the known distribution at this time.

At this time 1f you should have any questions
we would be happy to address those questions and if

anyone from the public is here we would be happy to
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answer their questions as well. If for any reason we
don"t have information readily available to us 1t will
be provided as soon as possible. Does anyone have any
comments or questions?

MS. DEMERS: Should we wait until the
appropriate block grant is addressed?

MS. GOULD: 1It"s open.

MS. DEMERS: To have a comment or is this all
at once?

MS. GOULD: All at once, any guestions you
have.

MS. DEMERS: I just have some recommendations
from the Vermont Association of Community Action
Partnership. These are from the executive directors of
the TAP Association and they pertain to the LIKEY block
grant and specific sections. Section 42, crisis fuel
eligibility which i1s the receipt of crisis fuel
assistance and we recommend that households need not be
in receipt of seasonal fuel assistance iIn order to
receive crisis fuel assistance.

Under Subsection 3 the maximum number of grants,
Ccrisis grants per season, we recommend that the maximum
number of crisis fuel grants be iIncreased to two grants
for households that are income eligible for seasonal

fuel assistance and meet all eligibility requirements
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for crisis fuel assistance, and we recommend that the
maximum number of crisis fuel grants be iIncreased to
three grants for households that are not eligible for
seasonal fuel assistance and meet all eligibility
requirements for crisis fuel assistance.

And under Subsection 4, accessibility
resources, accessible resources, we recommend that
clients need not obtain specific benefit resources iIn
order to receive crisis fuel benefits but Instead be
encouraged and assisted with applying for said benefits.

And then under Section 4.10 crisis
requirements, assistance should be made available
weekends and week nights and holiday evenings to home
bound or physically disabled or by physically disabled
by phone in addition to the stated hours of 8:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Saturday, Sundays and state holidays.

Those are my comments and recommendations.

MS. GOULD: Thank you.

MR. MOFFI: We received those comments in
writing and we"ll be responding to them in writing.

MS. DEMERS: Thank you.

MS. GOULD: Any other comments or questions?

Do you want to state your name, Richard, for
the record?

MR. MOFFI: For the record Richard Moffi
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Department of Children and Families.
MS. GOULD: We"re going to wait for ten
minutes. You can go off the record until then.
(Recess)
MS. GOULD: After waiting ten minutes there
are no further comments, so we will end this hearing.

(The hearing concluded at 10:20 a.m.)

802-229-9873 Green Mountain Reporters 802-288-9578
Email: gmrptrs@myfairpoint.net * Schedule Online: www.gmreporters.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

8/28/2015

CERTIFICATE

I, Richard Forney, hereby certify;

That the foregoing proceedings were reported
stenographically by me at the time and place herein
set forth;

That the foregoing is a true and correct transcript
of my shorthand notes so taken;

That the witnhess was sowrn by me as a Notary
Public for the State of Vermont;

That 1 am not a relative or employee of
any attorney of the parties nor financially
interested in the action.

The certification of this transcript does not apply
to any reproduction of the same by any means unless
under the direct control and/or direction of the

certifying reporter.

Richard Forney

My Commission expires February 10, 2019.
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