
 

 

Approved 4.6.16 
Minutes of the Vermont Council on Homelessness 

February 17th, 2016   2:00 – 4:00 
AHS Central Office - Training Room 

208 Hurricane Lane, Suite 103, Williston 
 
Present: Bethany Pombar (VCRHYP), Jan Demers (CVOEO), Rita Markley (COTS), Deborah Hall (HPC), 
Liz Whitmore (DOC), Polly Nichol (VHCB), Beth Meyer (AOE), Brian Smith (DMH), Margaret Bozik 
(CHT), Kate Ashe (Senator Patrick Leahy’s Office), Sarah Phillips (DCF-OEO), Geoffrey Pippenger (DCF-
ESD), Hal Cohen (AHS), Angus Chaney (AHS), Maura Collins (VHFA), Linda Ryan (Samaritan House) 
 
Angus called the meeting to order at 2:09. A quorum was present. 
 
Introductions and Announcements 
Jan Demers – Reminder on Jobs for Independence Pilot from SNAP E&T; three target populations are 
people who are homeless, people exiting corrections, and people with substance abuse problems. 
Linda Ryan – Samaritan House has hired a new executive director. 
 
Public comment: No one present offered public comment. 
 
Federal Updates & New Resources to create housing for homeless Vermonters 
Federal overview - Kate Ashe, Senator Leahy’s Office 
 
Kate provided handouts detailing housing elements of the President’s FY ’17 budget recommend 
released last week. Based on climate and spending caps, level-funding will be success. Discussion of 
USDA RD budget. Funding for CDBG, HOME and ESG just announced. CDBG and HOME both up. ESG 
down by a fraction; looking into why. 
 
Senator Leahy is working with the federal agencies to reduce excessive regulation. 
 
HUD wants to award highest-performing jurisdictions and encourage innovation. HUD also 
developing clarification around documenting homelessness. 
 
People are interested in the plan to address USDA section 515 properties. 
 
Polly: Status of H.R. 3700. Is there a companion bill in the Senate? 
Kate doesn’t think there’s much appetite for this right now. 
 
Angus: What can we learn from the recent successes restoring HOME and saving NHTF? 
Kate: NEHN played an important role. The Senator and people like Senator Collins were critical. 
Maura: HOME troubles began with an expose. 
 
National Housing Trust Fund – Polly Nichol, VHCB 
 
Polly summarized implementation of the NHTF in Vermont. Funding for NHTF comes from an 
assessment on loans made by Fannie and Freddie. No final rule issued from HUD yet; program will be 



 

 

launched on the interim rule. As with HOME, certain units will be designated NHTF units. Minimum of 
90% of funding is for rentals with up to 10% for home-ownership. VHCB anticipates using 100% for 
rentals. Expecting funding in summer of 2016. Eligible entities include both non-profit and for-profit 
housing developers. Based on funding, expecting it could create between 2-18 units per year. VHCB 
proposing a preference for permanent supportive housing, assuming rental assistance is available. 
Draft plan will be published March 14th. Questions from Margaret on relative need of smaller and 
larger units. For questions on NHTF in Vermont, contact Willa at willa@vhcb.org. 
 
Members also raised the subjects of roommates and how this may be an option to house more 
people in a constrained rental market. Angus offered to put this on the agenda for April and invite 
people from Vermont’s two HomeShare programs to participate in a discussion around “matching.” 
 
Approval of December minutes: 
Approval of the December minutes was moved by Jan and seconded by Maura. All voted in favor 
minus abstentions from Margaret. 
 
Employment resources for Vermonters who are homeless 
Angus will send link to information on Vermont’s WIOA plan which has been difficult for the public to 
find. Comment period is now open. Suggested members look at how it address the needs of people 
experiencing homelessness. 
 
Supportive Housing Updates 

 Vermont has been approved for one of two tracks of technical assistance applied for through 
CMS’ Medicaid Innovation Accelerator Program. 

 CSH is doing their annual training in Chicago in May. 

 CSH has also announced a number of webinars. Angus will send the link. Maura explained that 
one of the webinars covers an annual report on state housing finance agency incentives to 
create supportive housing. Vermont is the only state that does not use a points-based system 
for ranking/scoring proposals. 

 
General Assistance Temporary Shelter and G.A. Alternatives – Geoffrey Pippenger, ESD 

 The January numbers are in: 2,182 household served; 1,643 were singles (roughly ¾). Rutland 
and Brattleboro are pressure points. In general, people are being served for a longer time. 

 ¾ of households served under catastrophic eligbility are citing domestic violence as the cause. 

 Updates from OEO on new warming shelter capacity, including 10 beds in St. J. 

 Geoffrey (ESD) and Sarah (OEO) provided handouts on GA and GA alternatives. 
 

 
2016 Upcoming VCH Meetings - All Times 2-4 PM 

 
April - 6th • Waterbury State Office Complex (Ash Conference Room) 
August – 17th • Waterbury State Office Complex (Mountain Ash Conference Room) 
October – 19th • Waterbury State Office Complex (Mountain Ash Conference Room) 
December - 16th • Waterbury State Office Complex (Ash Conference Room) 

mailto:willa@vhcb.org

