STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19,723

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent for
Children and Fam lies, Econom c Services finding her son
ineligible for Medicaid and Vernont Health Access Program
(VHAP) benefits. The issue is whether the petitioner's

househol d i ncone exceeds these prograns’ maxi mumns.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is the caretaker for her twenty-
year-old son, who is disabled. The Departnent notified the
petitioner in May 2005 that due to her income her son was not
eligible for Medicaid or VHAP. The petitioner does not
di spute that she currently has gross nonthly incone of
$1, 785.

2. The petitioner does not dispute any of the figures
used by the Departnent. Her son was found ineligible for
VHAP and was given a Medicaid spenddown anount of $3,178 for
t he six-nonth period begi nning June 1, 2005 before he could

be eligible for Medicaid coverage.
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3. At the fair hearing in this matter, held on July 6,
2005, the petitioner stated that her son was about to | eave
her home and live el sewhere. The petitioner was advised to
have himreapply for Medicaid and VHAP as soon as this

occurs.

ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

Under the VHAP regul ations, parents and chil dren under
age twenty-one living together are considered as a househol d,
and all incone of eligible household nmenbers is included as
countabl e incone for each household nenber's eligibility.
WA M 4001.81(c). For enployees, the only deduction allowed
is a $90 standard deduction. It appears the petitioner was
all owed this deduction. Unlike Medicaid, there are no
deductions for nedical expenses in the VHAP program

There is no dispute that the petitioner has countable
incone in excess of the maximumfor eligibility under the
VHAP program for a two-person famly, which is $1,598 a
month. P-2420 B. |f applicants have incone above this
anount, they cannot be found eligible for that program

WA M 4001.83 and 4001. 84.
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For Medicaid, it appears the Departnent considered al
the famly's verifiable recurring nedical and prescription
costs, and allowed themas a deduction fromtheir conbined
income. However, even this net anmount was well in excess of
t he Medi cai d maxi num of $866 a nonth, and resulted in a siXx
nont h spenddown of $3, 178.

| nasmuch as there is no dispute that the Departnent’s
decision is in accord wwth its regulations, the Board is
bound to uphold it. 3 V.S A 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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