STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19,565

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent
for Children and Fam |ies, Econom c Services, reducing her
Food Stanps. The issue is whether the inconme earned by the

petitioner's son is no | onger excluded once he turned 18.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner's Food Stanp househol d i ncl udes her
son, a high school student who turned 18 on February 28,

2005. Her son is also enployed. Prior to his 18th birthday
the Departnent did not count his earnings in conputing the
anount of the household's Food Stanps. The househol d's Food
Stanps for February were $243. 00.

2. On February 2, 2005, the Departnent notified the
petitioner that beginning March 1, 2005 her Food Stanps woul d
be reduced to $10 a nonth due to the fact that the famly's
countabl e gross earnings had increased from $86 to $995 a

nmont h.
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3. The Departnent cal cul ated the househol d' s earni ngs
based on information provided by the son's enployer for the
mont h of January 2005.

4. The petitioner maintains that her son changed j obs
and actually had | ess earnings beginning in February.
However, as of the date of the hearing in this matter (March
22, 2005), she had not provided the Department with
verification of her son's earnings for the 30-day period

prior to March 1, 2005.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

Food Stamp Manual 8§ 273.9 provides a limted |ist of
specific exclusions fromincone. One of themis the earned
income of "children who are nenbers of the household, who are
students at |east half tinme, and who have not attained their
18th birthday". 1d. 8 273.9(c)(7). There is no dispute in
this matter that the petitioner's son turned 18 on February
29, 2005. Nothing in the regulations allows or requires the
Departnment to wait thirty days after a househol d nenber's

18th birthday to begin counting his inconme for Food Stanps.
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The Departnent based its decision regardi ng the anmount
of the petitioner's son's inconme on the |ast verified
information it had regarding his enploynent. If the
petitioner feels this is incorrect, she is free to provide
any further information in this regard. The Depart nent
indicated it is willing to recalculate the petitioner's Food
Stanps as soon as it has verification of the son's change in
enpl oynment and incone. This fair hearing concerns only the
Departnment's decision to count the son's inconme based on his
age. The petitioner was advised that she can file a separate
appeal regarding the anount of her son's incone since
February 1, 2005, including any issue as to verification.

At this time, however, inasnmuch as the Departnent's
decision to count the inconme of the petitioner's son
effective March 1, 2005 is in accord with the regul ati ons,

t hat deci sion nmust be affirnmed. 3 V.S. A 8 3091(d), Fair

Hearing Rule No. 17.



