STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19, 391

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by the Departnent for
Chil dren and Fam |lies, Econom c Services, (DCF) term nating
paynment for his Medicare Part B prem um under the Medicaid
program

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is an elderly recipient of Social
Security benefits and Veteran’s Adm nistration benefits. For
sone years, DCF has paid the petitioner’s Medicare Part B

program under a special Medicaid programfor |ow incone

per sons.
2. Al though the petitioner’s incone went up on January
1, 2004, DCF did not note the change until late in the year.

On Novenber 2, 2004, DCF sent the petitioner a notice saying
that he would no | onger be eligible for paynent of his Part B
prem um due to excess i ncone.

3. The incone used by DCF is $621 from Soci al Security
benefits and $454 in VA benefits. The petitioner does not

di sagree that this is his current incone. Fromthis anount,



Fair Hearing No. 19, 391 Page 2

DCF deducted $20 due to the petitioner’s age and arrived at a
total of $1,055 in countable benefits. DCF conpared that
amount to the maxi mum of $1,048 for the Medicaid program and
determ ned that the petitioner had excess incone, albeit only
$7.

4. The petitioner says that he cannot afford to pay
the $94. 64 per nonth premiumand will likely drop the
coverage if Medicaid does not pay it. DCF has told the
petitioner that they will not attenpt to recover the paynents
made for his premuns by m stake and that he should reapply

in January 2005 when the incone limts wll change.

ORDER

The decision of DCF is affirned.

REASONS

DCF has a provision in the Medicaid program under which
it will pay Part B Medicare premuns for certain “qualified
i ndividuals.” MO00.44. Those individuals nust have incone
under 135 percent of the Federal Poverty Level which at the
time of this action was $1,048 per nonth. P-2420B(2). The
petitioner’s income, even after the $20 deduction allowed in
t he above regul ation was in excess of that amount. Thus, DCF

was correct in termnating its paynent of this prem umfor
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the petitioner and its decision nust be upheld by the Board.
3 V.S.A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.

The petitioner should be aware that the anount for
qualified beneficiaries was raised as of January 1, 2005.
The amount is now $1, 071 per nonth. P-2420B(2).
Undoubt edl y, the petitioner’s income went up as well on
January 1, 2005, since he receives an annual increase, but he
is advised to check with his worker to see if he m ght now be
el i gi ble.
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