STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19, 370

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by the Departnent for
Children and Famlies, Econom c Services Division, (DCF) to

term nate paynents of his Medicare prem uns

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a fifty-eight-year-old man who
has been receiving Medicare Part A benefits since 2001 based
on his disability which began in 1994.

2. Since 2002, DCF has paid the petitioner’s Part B
Medi care prem um under its “SLMB” program based upon his | ow
i ncomne.

3. The petitioner is enployed and currently earns
$2,602.36 per nonth. He is a one-person househol d.

4. DCF reviewed the petitioner’s inconme situation |ast
Fall. On Cctober 1, 2004, the petitioner was sent a notice
saying that his Medicare prem um woul d not be paid begi nni ng

November 1, 2004 due to excess incone.
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5. The petitioner appeal ed that decision and has
continued to receive benefits. He has received a nunber of
confusing bills fromthe Social Security Adm nistration, one
showi ng that he is six nonths in arrears on his Part B
paynents.

ORDER

The decision of DCF term nating the petitioner’s
benefits as of Cctober 31, 2004 is affirmed. DCF is ordered
to investigate and correct any clainms by Social Security that
DCF has not paid the prem unms during periods in which the

petitioner was eligible for benefits.

REASONS
DCF has regulations allowing it to share the costs of
prem uns for certain persons who receive SSl-rel ated
(disability) Medicare. MO00.4. The regulation which
pertains to the petitioner provides as follows:

Specified Low I ncone Medi care Beneficiaries (SLMVB)

I ndi viduals are eligible for Medicaid paynent of their
Medi care Part B premuns if:

o They receive Medicare Part A

. Their Medicaid group has countable incone
greater than 100 percent but no greater than
120 percent of the federal poverty |evel; and
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. They are nenbers of a Medicaid group with
resources at or below twi ce the SSl-rel ated
Medicaid limt applicable to the group’ s size.

Benefits under this provision becone effective on

either the date of application or the date on which
all eligibility criteria are met, whichever is

|ater. The departnment may grant benefits for a

retroactive period of up to three nonths prior to
that effective date, provided that the individual
meets all eligibility criteria.

M20O0. 43.

DCF decided that the petitioner no | onger neets the
second of these provisions regardi ng countabl e incone.
Currently incone between 100 percent and 120 percent of the
federal poverty level is $749 — $898 for a househol d of one.
P-2420B(2). As the petitioner’s incone is considerably above
this level ($2,600), DCF s decision is correct under its
regul ation. The petitioner’s incone is so high that he does
not appear to be eligible for any of the other cost-sharing
prograns including that for disabled and working individuals
(QDW) which has a limt of 200 percent of the federal
poverty level or $1,497 per nonth for the petitioner’s
househol d size. P-2420B(2). The Board is thus bound to
affirmthe decision of DCF in this matter. 3 V.S. A 8§
3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17. DCF should be ordered,

however, to investigate whether the petitioner’s prem um has
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been paid and properly credited to himduring tinmes at which
he was eligible for the benefit and to nmake corrections as

necessary.



