STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19, 353

)
)
Appeal of )

DI SCUSSI ON

The petitioner was the subject of Fair Hearing No.
17,985, decided by the Board on Novenber 22, 2002. It
appears he now appeals the fact that the Departnent for
Children and Famlies (formerly PATH) has not paid him
CGeneral Assistance (GA) since that tine.

In an email to the Board dated Septenber 14, 2004, the
petitioner described ongoing nedical and financial problens
and requested the Board to order the Departnent to "issue a
check covering all the assistance to which | would have been
entitled fromthe date | initiated the fair hearing, up unti
the date of this letter". A telephone hearing regarding the
i nstant appeal was initiated on Cctober 20, 2004, but was
termnated within a few mnutes after the petitioner was
unwi | ling or unable to refrain frominterrupting the
proceedi ngs with verbal outbursts.

In its decision in Fair Hearing No. 17,985 the Board
ordered the Departnent to pay the petitioner GA that he had

applied for in Septenber 2002. It also advised: "If the
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petitioner is still in need of further assistance, he is
urged to reapply inmediately at the PATH office.” 1In
response to the petitioner's recent filing, the Departnent
represents that it paid the petitioner according to the
Board's Order in Fair Hearing No. 17,985, that the petitioner
has not filed any other application for GA since that tine,
and that the Departnent has no record of any adverse action
regardi ng the petitioner since Septenber 2002. The Board,
itself, also has no record of any other appeal filed by the
petitioner since its ruling in Fair Hearing No. 17, 985.

The Departnent further represents that it has presently
advi sed the petitioner to apply for GA and has offered to
take his application at an "outpost” office it maintains in
the petitioner's current town of residence, or, in the
alternative, to have the petitioner designate a
representative to apply for him Although it appears that
the petitioner is alleging that it is a physical and
financial hardship for himto apply in person, to date he has
not provided the Departnent or the Board wth any nedi cal
verification that he is physically or nentally unable to do

SO.
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ORDER

The petitioner's appeal is dismssed.

REASONS
WA M 8§ 2600A includes the follow ng provision:
To have their eligibility for General Assistance
consi dered, all applicants or their authorized

representative nust:

1. Submt a conpleted signed application each tine
t hey request assi stance.

2. Have a face-to-face interviewwth the
Eligibility Specialist, unless waived by the District
Director.

In this case there is no indication that the petitioner
has filed any application for GA since Septenber 2002, or
that he has had anyone el se attenpt to do so in his behalf.
Nor is there any indication that his nmedical condition has
prevented himfromdoing so. I|f and when the petitioner
files a witten application for such assistance, or if and
when he submits nedical docunentation that he is unable to do
so, and he is then aggrieved by an adverse decision fromthe
Departnent, he can request a fair hearing before the Board.
However, inasmuch as there is no indication that he has done

so in the recent past, his present appeal nust be dism ssed.

Fair Hearing Rule No. 1.



