STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 19, 352
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent for
Children and Fam lies (DCF) determ ning her eligible for Food
Stanps of $265 a nmonth. The issue is whether the Departnment
correctly counted as incone the gross anmount of the

petitioner's unenpl oynment conpensation benefits.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner and her husband are Food Stanp
recipients. The petitioner presently receives weekly
unenpl oynment conpensati on paynents. The gross anount of
t hese paynments is $137.60 a nonth. However, because federal
and state taxes are withheld fromthese paynents, the
petitioner actually receives checks totaling $120.40 per
nont h.

2. In determ ning the amount of the petitioner's Food
Stanps ($265 a nonth) the Departnent allowed the petitioner
t he maxi num deduction for her shelter costs. However, it

counted as inconme the gross amount of the petitioner's
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unenpl oynment conpensation ($137.60), not the net anount the

petitioner receives after tax w thholding ($120.40).

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
Under the Food Stanp Regul ations, the anpunt of a
househol d’s nonthly allotnent is determ ned according to
househol d i ncone m nus any applicabl e deductions. F.S M 8§
273.9 et. seq. Al incone, fromwhatever source, unless

specifically excluded is countable as househol d i ncone.

F.S.M 273.9(b). Unenpl oynent conpensation benefits are
specifically included in the definition of unearned incone.
F.SSM 273.9(b)(2)(ii). There is no exclusion or deduction
in the regulations for taxes w thheld from unenpl oynent
conpensation benefits. Moreover, the regul ations
specifically count gross wages and ot her forms of earned
i ncone.

It nmust be concluded that DCF acted in accordance with

its regulations in calculating the anount of the petitioner’s
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Food Stanmps. The Board nust therefore uphold its decision.
3 V.S.A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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