STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 19, 193
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent for
Children and Fam lies (DCF) not granting her eligibility for
Ceneral Assistance (GA) and Vernont Health Access Program
(VHAP) benefits prior to the date of her application. The
i ssue is whether the Departnent correctly determ ned the
petitioner's date of eligibility in accord with the pertinent

regul ations. The following facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner submtted an application for VHAP and
Food Stanp benefits to the Departnent on May 26, 2004. The
Departnent approved her eligibility on June 2, 2004, and
notified her that she was eligible for both prograns effective
that sanme date. On June 2, 2004 the Departnent al so found the
petitioner eligible for GA, which she has continued to receive
since that tine.

2. The petitioner maintains that in the nonth

i mredi ately before her application she had incurred nedi cal
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bills of around $50,000. She wants the Departnment to backdate
the effective date of her VHAP and/or GA coverage so that

t hese expenses will be covered by either or both of those

pr ogr ans.

3. The petitioner does not allege that anyone at the
Department m sled her into believing that GA or VHAP coverage
woul d be granted prior to the date of her applications. The
petitioner admts that when she applied for VHAP in May the
Depart ment provided her with nmedical fornms and i nformation she
needed to fill out if she wanted to apply for Medicaid on the
basis of disability. The petitioner further admts that she
has delayed in getting these fornms filled out and returned to
the Departnent. |In fact, at hearings in this matter held on
Cct ober 20 and Novenber 9, 2004 the petitioner admtted that
she still hadn't conpleted the Medicaid application forns
(al though on Novenber 9 she stated that she expected to file
her application |ater that sane day).

4. In connection wth her GA application on June 2, 2004
the petitioner submtted a formsigned by her doctor that she
woul d be unable to work until Septenber 11, 2004. To date,
however, the petitioner has not been adjudicated di sabled for

any other state or federal program
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ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

WA M 8§ 4002.31 provides that an eligible applicant for
VHAP " . . . shall be accepted into the VHAP programeffective
the day eligibility is approved . . ." Under 8§ 4002.2 the
Department has 30 days in which to act on VHAP applications.
Simlarly, the GA regul ations provide for coverage of existing
energency needs only, and there is no provision to cover pre-
exi sting nmedical bills. § 2600A. There is no show ng or
all egation by the petitioner in this matter that the
Departnment either did not conply with its regulations in
processing the petitioner's applications for these prograns or
that it in any way msled the petitioner as to when she could
beconme eligible for them

Under Medi cai d, coverage can be granted effective up to
90 days prior to the date of an application. Wen and if the
petitioner conpletes the application process for that program
and receives a decision fromthe Departnment regarding her
eligibility, she can file an appeal with the Board if she
di sagrees with any aspect of that decision, including the

dates of any retroactive coverage.
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As of now, however, inasnuch as the Departnent's
deci sions regarding the petitioner's eligibility for VHAP and
GA appear to be in accord with the regul ati ons governing the
ef fective dates of coverage for those prograns, the Board is
bound to affirmthe Departnment's decisions. 3 V.S A S

3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.



