STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 19, 163
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Children and Fam |y Services (DCF) term nating her Vernont
Heal th Access Program (VHAP) benefits due to an increase in

i ncone.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single woman who is enpl oyed and
has received VHAP benefits for sone tine.

2. On June 17, 2004, the petitioner renewed her
application for benefits. On the application she reported
t hat she has gross incone of $1,301.50 per nonth.

3. DCF reviewed the new incone information, and after
giving the petitioner a $90 standard work expense deducti on,
determ ned that her net countable inconme is $1,211.50 per
nmonth. DCF notified the petitioner on June 25, 2004 that she
woul d no | onger be eligible for VHAP because her incone was

hi gher than the maxi num for the program
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4. The petitioner appeal ed that decision because after
she applied, her incone went down. In the neantine she has

reappl i ed agai n.

ORDER

The decision of DCF is affirned.

REASONS

The VHAP regul ations count all gross incone from
enpl oyment when considering eligibility. VHAP 4001.81(c).
This gross incone is subjected to a standard enpl oynent
expense deduction of $90 per nmonth. The net is used to
determne eligibility by conparing the figure to a maxi num for
t he househol d size. VHAP 4001.84. |If the income is not under
t hat maxi mum anount the individual is considered to have no
financial need and is ineligible for VHAP

The petitioner’s countable income was correctly
determned to be $1,211.50 per nonth ($1, 301.50 gross incone
m nus $90 standard enpl oynent expense). The maximumin the
VHAP program for an individual is $1,164 per nonth. P-2420B.
Since the petitioner’s incone is in excess of the maxi num she
cannot be eligible for the VHAP program As DCF s decision is
in accord with its regulations, the Board is bound to uphold

the result. Fair Hearing Rule 17, 3 V.S.A § 3091(d). The
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petitioner is advised again that anytine her incone falls
bel ow the $1,164 figure after the $90 deduction, she may again
be eligible for benefits and shoul d reapply.
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