STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 18, 796

)
)
Appeal of g

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
i ncreasing her premiunms in the Vernont Health Access Program

( VHAP) .

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner and her mnor child are VHAP
recipients. Their total nonthly gross inconme froma
conbi nati on of earned inconme and child support is $1, 487. 80.

2. The petitioner’s programfee in the VHAP program was
$40 every six nonths. The fee was paid for the petitioner by
the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation which al so paid her co-
paynments. As a person with cystic fibrosis, the petitioner’s
nmedi cal expenses run from $3,000 to $4, 000 per nonth, all of
whi ch is covered by VHAP.

3. Recently, the petitioner was notified that on
January 1, 2004, a new nonthly prem um woul d be charged for

VHAP. The petitioner was notified that her incone, mnus a
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$90 wor k expense deduction, placed her between 100 and 150
percent of the federal poverty level. For famlies in that
category, the prem um woul d be $45 per nonth.

4. The petitioner says that this increase is too nmuch
and al so that the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation will not pick up
these premiuns. She says that it is oppressive for her to
make that payment but she is |loath to drop the insurance both
because she has such high nonthly nedical bills and because

she needs intestinal surgery in the near future.

ORDER

The deci sion of PATH is affirned.

REASONS

Pursuant to a directive fromthe |egislature to enact
cost saving neasures in the nedical health plans it
adm nisters (see Act 66 of 2003), PATH initiated a nonthly
premumin the VHAP program VHAP 4001.91. The anount of the
prem um depends upon the famly’'s countable incone. Famlies
with countabl e income over 100 percent of the federal poverty
| evel but |ess than 150 percent are required to pay $45.00 per
mont h. VHAP 4001.91. For a household of two, 100 percent is
$1, 010 per nonth and 150 percent is $1,515 per nonth. The

petitioner’s countable incone ($1,487.80 mnus $90) is
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$1,397.80 per nonth. That inconme puts her in the 100 percent
to 150 percent range for which the nonthly premumis $45.00
per month. As PATH s decision is in accord with its

regul ations, the Board is bound to uphold the deci sion.
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