STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 18,513
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
i nposing an increase in the programfees for the Departnment's
health care prograns effective state wide as of July 1, 2003.

The facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. On June 17, 2003 the Departnent nailed the
petitioner, along with all other recipients of the
Department's various health benefit prograns, a formnotice
announci ng programw de increases in quarterly fees and co-
paynments in many of those prograns.

2. The increases are the result of legislative
enactnents in H 464, an appropriations bill that becane

effective July 1, 2003.1

! The increase in quarterly programfees was contained in Sections
147(d)(3) and (f) of the bill. The increase in co-paynents was in Section
147(j).
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3. The Departnent inplenented these changes in its
regul ati ons MLO2.1 (program fees) and ML50.1 (co-paynents),
both effective July 1, 2003.

4. The petitioner in this matter appeal ed the increases
in the programfees for her children's coverage under the Dr.
Dynasaur program The petitioner does not dispute either the
Departnment's cal cul ations of her famly's incone or that the
Departnent correctly determ ned the applicable programfees

based on that incone and the above regul ati ons.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
As noted above, there is no dispute in this matter that
the Departnent correctly determ ned the petitioner's incone
and i nposed the correct increase in programfees based on
validly enacted regulations in response to a statutory
mandate. Thus, the Board is bound by law to affirmthat
decision. 3 V.S.A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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