STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 17,995
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
finding himeligible for $10 a nonth in Food Stanps. The
i ssue is whether the Departnent can treat the nonthly paynents
the petitioner makes on a handi capped- accessi ble van as a
medi cal deduction fromhis countable income. The pertinent
facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is disabled and lives with his w fe.
The petitioner does not dispute that the Departnent has
correctly cal cul ated the househol d's gross incone for Food
St anp pur poses.

2. The petitioner owmns a van that is equipped with
speci al equi pnent to acconmopdate his handicap. He uses the
van for household errands and to travel to nedical
appoi ntments. The petitioner nakes nmonthly paynents of $163

for the van.
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3. Until recently, the petitioner frequently drove
himself in the van fromhis honme in Shel burne to the VA
hospital in Wiite River Junction for medical appointnents.

The petitioner concedes that alternative transportation to the
VA and any other nedical appointnents is available to him
t hrough Medi caid transportati on services.
CRDER
The Departnent's decision is affirned.
REASONS

Food Stanmp Manual 8 273.9(d)(3) provides that certain
medi cal expenses in excess of $35 a nonth are deductible from
a househol d's gross incone in determning its eligibility for
Food Stanps. The all owabl e deductions listed in the
regul ation include the foll ow ng:

i X. Reasonable cost of transportation and |odging to
obtain nmedical treatnent or services.

The Departnent maintains that under the above regul ation
it can allow the petitioner a deduction for his costs (which
under the regulation are presently $.31 per nile) to drive to
nmedi cal appoi ntnments. However, the Departnent does not
consi der the purchase price of the van or nonthly paynents
toward the purchase price as deducti bl e because the petitioner

does not require a van to obtain needed nedi cal services. The
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only provision in the regul ati ons whereby the cost of

pur chasi ng and mai ntaining a vehicle can be consi dered
deductible frominconme is when the vehicle is used in a
recipient's enploynent. See F.S.M 8§ 273.11. Inasnuch as the
Departnent's decision in this nmatter is in accord with the
regulations it nmust be affirmed. 3 V.S A 3091(d), Fair

Hearing Rule No. 17.



