STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 17,918

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
to grant himonly $10 in Food Stanp benefits. The issue is
whet her the petitioner is entitled to reduce his countable

i ncome based on his actual expenses.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single disabled man who lives in
an efficiency apartnent for which he pays $177 per nonth. The
rent includes all utilities except his tel ephone. The
petitioner’s inconme is solely from Soci al Security benefits of
$624 per nont h.

2. The petitioner has received Food Stanp benefits for
sone tine. Follow ng an annual recertification review of his
benefits in July, the petitioner was notified that he would
recei ve $10 per nonth in benefits based on his current incone
and shelter situation. The only deduction fromincone that

PATH gave the petitioner was a “standard expense” deduction of
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$134. PATH determ ned that the petitioner’s shelter expense
of $177.00 per nonth coupled with a tel ephone all owance of
$30. 03 per nonth did not entitle himto an “excess shelter”
deduction given to those whose shelter expenses equal nore
than fifty percent of their inconme. PATH used a countable
i ncome of $490.04 which resulted in a $10 Food Stanp paynent.
3. The petitioner appeal ed because he does not have
enough noney to buy food. He would like his other non-shelter
expenses deducted fromhis income. Those expenses include an
$1,100 credit card bill, on which he is currently paying
not hi ng, and a $25 per nonth court ordered paynent on a $300
fine for a m sdenmeanor conviction. He also indicated that
during the month of July he paid $345 for his fiancee's rent
because she was not working and needed help. He also very
recently received a bill for $200 based on a hospitalization
whi ch occurred during July of 2002 and is concerned that he
m ght have to pay it. He does not understand why Medicaid did

not pay this bill.

4. The petitioner’s worker, who had not seen the
hospital bill prior to the hearing, indicated that he would
assist the petitioner in determ ning why the bill was not

covered by Medicaid and would make a future adjustnent, if

warranted, to his Food Stanp incone. However, he naintained
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that this bill had not been incurred at the tinme of the July
review and woul d not affect the calculations for tine periods

before he presented this expense.

ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

A Food Stanmp recipient is eligible for a “household
shel ter deduction” for the “[nonthly shelter costs in excess
of 50 percent of the household s incone after all other
deductions . . . have been allowed.” F.S.M 273.9(d)(5)(i).
The only ot her deduction fromincone for which the petitioner
qualified at the tinme of the review' is a standard deduction
of $134 a nmonth. F.S.M 273.9 (d)(1). The petitioner's
housi ng costs of $207.03 is less than half of the petitioner's
net inconme of $490.04 ($624 - $134). Therefore, the
petitioner does not receive a further shelter deduction. None
of the petitioner's other expenses is deductible fromhis

i ncone.

11t was explained to the petitioner that he may be able to get an excess
nmedi cal deduction (anpbunts over $35) for a future nonth once PATH has had

an opportunity to review his recently subnmitted hospital bill. F.S M
273.9(d)(3). If the petitioner is dissatisfied with PATH s handling of
the nedical bill, he can appeal it once an action is taken on that

request.



Fair Hearing No. 17,918 Page 4

Under PATH s regul ati ons, a one-person household with
$490.04 in countable incone is eligible for $10 in Food Stanp
benefits. F.S.M 273.10(a), Procedures 2590D(8). As the
Departnment’s decision is in accord with its regul ations, the
Board is bound to affirmthe decision in July reducing his
Food Stamps. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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