STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 17,592
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Prevention, Assistance, Transition, and Health Access (PATH)
denyi ng her application for VHAP and VScript benefits. The
issue is whether the petitioner's incone exceeds the program

maxi nmum

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner does not dispute that she is a single
person with income of $1,500 a nonth froman annuity and $201
in Social Security benefits. She received VScript benefits
until January 16, 2002, when the Departnent discovered it had
made an error in calculating her income and notified her that
she was no | onger eligible.

2. The petitioner does not dispute any of the figures
used by the Departnent. She needs pharmacy coverage because
she has a nedical condition that requires her to take
expensi ve nedications (at |least $1,100 a nonth), which she

cannot afford on her incone.
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ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

Under the VHAP regul ations, all unearned incone including
annuities and Social Security benefits are included as
countabl e incone for eligibility. WA M 4001.81(b) and (c).
Unfortunately for individuals in the petitioner's position,
there are no deductions for nedical expenses in the VHAP
program (al t hough the Board has often noted the glaring
unfairness of this feature).

The Departnent is correct that the petitioner now has
count abl e i ncomre of $1,701 per nonth. The maxi num for
eligibility under the VScript programfor a single individual
is $1,617 per nonth. For the regular VHAP program the incone
maxi mumis $1,114 a nmonth. P-2420 B (16). |If the petitioner
has i ncone above these figures, she cannot be found eligible
for that program WA M 4001.83 and 4001.84. As the
Department’s decision is in accord with its regulation, the
Board is bound to uphold the decision. 3 V.S A 3091(d), Fair

Hearing Rule 17.
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The petitioner was infornmed that if she is unable to pay
for necessary prescriptions, she can apply for hel p through
t he General Assistance (GA) program and appeal if she is
denied. It was also explained to the petitioner that if she
can lower the nonthly paynents of her annuity, she should
reapply for VHAP and VScri pt.
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