STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 17,424

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH reduci ng his essential person grant. The issue is
whet her the Departnment correctly attributed the petitioner's
income as available to all nenbers of the essential person

househol d. The facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a disabled nman who lives with a
non-rel ated individual who provides himw th nmedically
necessary personal care and honenmaker servi ces.

2. The petitioner began receiving essential person
benefits in March 2001. At that tinme he had no incone. Based
on this, the Departnent initially determned his essenti al
person benefit to be $906 a nont h.

3. The Departnent was subsequently notified that the
petitioner had becone eligible to receive SSI benefits in the

amount of $590 a nonth. Based on this the Departnment
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determ ned that the petitioner's essential person grant should
be reduced to $316.

4. The petitioner appeal ed because he was under the
i npression that his essential person grant is for the benefit
of his caregiver, and that his SSI is exclusively for his use

and benefit.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

The essential person programregul ati ons define an
"assi stance group" as an aged, blind, or disabled person and a
non- spouse essential person. WA M § 2752. The essentia
person paynent level is equal to the maxi num SSI paynent to a
couple. WA M 8§ 2754. In Chittenden County, where the
petitioner lives, this anmount is $906. See P-2740.

The regul ations further provide as foll ows:

Al inconme of all assistance group nenbers nust be

counted together according to the incone rules for the .
ANFC program. . . with the follow ng exceptions:

SSI / AABD benefits, if received, are counted as
unear ned i ncone.
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The foll ow ng i nconme exceptions are all owed:

$20 of total nonthly income received by al
househol d nenbers as:

unearned i ncome only (other than VA pension or
SSI / AABD benefits).

WA M § 2756.

According to the above, all of the petitioner's SSI
i ncome nust be counted in determining his eligibility. The
only other exceptions and deductions apply to earned incone.
See § 2756.

Thus, it nust be concluded that the Departnent correctly
deducted the entire anount of the petitioner's SSI benefit in
determ ning that the anount of his essential person grant is
$316 a nonth ($906 m nus $590). Under the circunstances the
Board is bound to affirmthe Departnent's decision. 3 V.S A
8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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