STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 17,217

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by PATH term nati ng her
Vernont Health Access Plan (VHAP) benefits based on excess

i ncome.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner and her husband were found eligible
for VHAP benefits sonme tinme ago during a period when their
income was relatively low. In [ate June 2001, the petitioner
started a new job which caused their famly inconme to increase
to about $4,013.30 per nmonth. They have no dependent mi nor
chi l dren.

2. The petitioner was advi sed sonetinme shortly before
July 20 that her famly's VHAP woul d cease on August 1, 2001
due to their increase in incone which put them al nost $2, 600
per nmonth over the maxi mumincone for a two-person househol d.

3. The petitioner appeal ed that decision because her

heal th i nsurance from her new enpl oynent woul d not becone
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effective for sixty days or sonetine around Septenber 1, 2001.

She received continuing benefits pending the appeal .

ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

The petitioner does not dispute that she has incone that
is in excess of program maxi muns. There is no provision in
the regul ations which allows for a grace period or extended
benefits when a household' s i ncome goes over program maxi muns.
The regul ati ons provide that only persons who are nenbers of
"a VHAP group with countabl e income under the applicable
income test"” can be eligible for benefits. WA M 4001 and
4001.8. The maxi numinconme for a two-person famly in the
VHAP programis $1452 per nmonth. P-2420 (B). G ven that the
petitioner's inconme is considerably in excess of this anopunt,
PATH was correct to notify the petitioner that her VHAP
benefits would be term nated at the end of July 2001. The
petitioner's appeal has, in effect, given her the two-nonth
extensi on she was seeking by delaying the term nation action.

HH#H#



