STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 17,074

)
)
Appeal of )
| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH denying his application for General Assistance (GA). The
issue is whether the petitioner is eligible for GA as being not

abl e- bodi ed.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single man w thout dependents. He
| ast worked in Septenber 2000. He states that he has applied
for disability benefits.

2. On April 30, 2001 the petitioner applied for GA for
personal needs and expenses. He did not claimto be w thout
housing or to be facing a nedical emergency. The Departnment
denied his application but provided himwith a formto take to
his doctor to verify his claimthat he was unable to work. The
petitioner appeal ed that decision.

3. At the hearing in this matter, held on June 7, 2001,
the petitioner presented a formdated May 3, 2001 on which a

physi ci an assistant (PA) indicated that the petitioner did not
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have any illness or physical or nental condition that would
justify exenpting himfromwork or training. The PA also
checked on the formthat the petitioner was not currently under
treatnment for any nedical condition. It was indicated, however,
that the petitioner had suffered an injury in 1998 and that the
injury would last from"2-4 weeks".

4. At the hearing the petitioner indicated that he had an
appointnment with his famly doctor on July 23, 2001. He is
again advised to reapply for GAif his doctor indicates that he

is unable to work.

CRDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

As an adult w thout m nor dependents the petitioner
qualifies for GAonly if he can show that he is not "abl e-
bodi ed" or is facing a "catastrophic situation". WAM § 2601
defi nes not abl e-bodied as being unable to work for a period of
at | east 30 days. As noted above, there is no nedical evidence
that the petitioner is currently unable to work or that he is,
or recently has been, suffering fromany illness or injury

likely to last 30 days.



Fair Hearing No. 17,074 Page 3

WAM § 2602 defines "catastrophic situation” as an energency
need attributable to one of four causes: death of a spouse or
child, a court-ordered or constructive eviction, a natural
di saster, or an energency nedical need. As noted above, the
petitioner did not indicate that he was facing any of those
si tuations.

In light of the above, the Departnent's denial of GA
appears to have been fully in accord with the pertinent
regul ations. Therefore, the Board is bound by law to affirm
that decision. 3 V.S A § 3091(d) and Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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