STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 17,044

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH reduci ng her Food Stanps. The issue is whether SSI
benefits received by the petitioner's son constitute incone
avail able to the household in conputing the household' s Food

Stanp al | ot nent.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The facts are not in dispute. The petitioner |ives
with her three children. Prior to April 2001 the petitioner
provi ded t he househol d' s sol e source of incone.

2. In April, however, the petitioner's son, who is
di sabl ed, becane eligible for SSI paynments of $321 a nonth. The
Department counted this paynent as additional income to the
househol d and reduced the petitioner's Food Stanps from $248 to
$115 a nonth effective May 1, 2001.

3. The petitioner does not dispute that the Departnent

correctly cal cul ated her household's incone. She does not feel,
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however, that her son's SSI should be counted to reduce the
famly's Food Stanps. The petitioner maintains that after the
Food Stanmp reduction and a reduction in her housing subsidy that
also resulted fromher son's eligibility for SSI the household
only netted an increase in inconme of $106 a nonth. The
petitioner states she uses this incone to obtain services for

her son not covered by Medi caid.

CORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS

Food Stanmp Manual 8§ 273.1(a) requires that parents who live
together with mnor children nust be considered a single
househol d. Section 273.9 of the regul ations provides that al
unear ned i ncone of any household nenber, including SSI, nust be
i ncluded in determ ning that household's eligibility for Food
Stanps. Inasnuch as the Departnent's decision in this natter is
in accord with the above regul ations the board is bound by |aw
to affirmit. 3 V.S.A 8 3091(d) and Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.

#H#H



