STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 17,040

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH denyi ng hi m coverage under VHAP for dentures. The issue
i s whether dentures are a covered service under the VHAP

regul ati ons.

DI SCUSSI ON

The facts are not in dispute. The petitioner is a
reci pient of services under the Departnent's VHAP managed care
program On April 9, 2001, the petitioner's dentist submtted
a request for prior authorization for dentures that had been
prescribed for the petitioner. On April 12, 2001, the
Departnment notified the petitioner and his provider that this
request was deni ed.

As a general matter, dental services are not covered in
t he basi ¢ VHAP managed health care plan package of benefits.
Procedures Manual 8§ P-4003. Section 4003.1 of the VHAP
regul ations includes the foll ow ng under "w ap-around

servi ces":
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I n VHAP managed care, beneficiaries are eligible to
recei ve additional services that are not included in the
managed health care plan package. These services do not
require a referral fromthe beneficiaries' primary care
provi der and are rei nbursed on a fee-for-service basis.
The wrap-around services are:

- limted dental services for adults, excluding
dentures, up to an annual cal endar-year benefit
maxi mum of $475.

(Enmphasi s added.)

| nasmuch as the Departnment's decision in this matter is

in accord with the above regul ations the Board is bound by | aw

to affirm 3 V.S.A 8 3091(d) and Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.
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