STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 17,035
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Departnent of
PATH denyi ng her application for Emergency Assistance (EA) and
Ceneral Assistance (GA). The issues are whether the
petitioner is eligible for EA and whet her she has an energency

need under GA.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single wonan w t hout dependents.
Al t hough she is being treated for depression she is currently
wor ki ng part-tine.

2. In April 2000 the petitioner noved into her present
apartnent. At that time, she applied for and was granted GA
for her first nonth rent.

3. The petitioner obtained a Section 8 certificate for
her apartnent in June 2000. At that tinme she was behind in
her rent and had not paid her security deposit. She has been

able to keep her rent current since June, but she still owes
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her landl ord $997 for a nonth-and-a-half back rent and her
security deposit.

4. The petitioner's | ease on the apartnent expires on
June 1, 2001. As of the date of the hearing in this matter
(May 23, 2001) the petitioner was not sure whet her her
 andl ord would renew it.

5. The petitioner applied for EA and GA on April 16,
2001 for the anmpbunt she owes her | andlord. The Departnent
deni ed the application because the petitioner is not
categorically eligible for EA and did not have an energency

need within the neaning of the GA regul ati ons.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.

REASONS
By definition, benefits under the EA program are
available only to "needy famlies with children". WAM § 2800.
The petitioner does not live with any dependent children and
is, therefore, categorically ineligible for benefits under
this program
As an adult w thout m nor dependents the petitioner

qualifies for GAonly if she can show that she is not "abl e-
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bodi ed" or is facing a "catastrophic situation". WAM § 2601
defines not abl e-bodi ed as being unable to work for a period
of at least 30 days. As noted above, the petitioner is
currently working part-tinme. Therefore, she would qualify for
GAonly if she is facing a catastrophic situation.

WAM § 2602 defines "catastrophic situation” as an
energency need attributable to one of four causes: death of a
spouse or child, a court-ordered or constructive eviction, a
natural disaster, or an energency nedi cal need. As noted
above, the petitioner is not facing a court-ordered eviction.
In fact, it remains to be seen whether her landlord wll
actually seek to evict her.

In this case, the Departnent's denial of EA and GA for
back rent and a security deposit appears to have been fully in
accord with the pertinent regulations. Therefore, the Board
is bound by law to affirmthat decision. 3 V.S A § 3091(d)
and Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.
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