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INTRODUCTION

The petitioner appeals the decision by the Department of

Social Welfare terminating his food stamp benefits. The issue

is whether the petitioner has resources in excess of the

program maximum.

FINDINGS OF FACT

The facts are not in dispute. In February, 1992, the

petitioner purchased a 1989 GMC pickup truck. The purchase

price was about $12,000. The petitioner received a $1,600

trade-in allowance on his old truck and financed the balance.

The lowest "blue-book" value of the truck is about $8,200.

The petitioner does not dispute this valuation.

The petitioner has other resources including about $600

in a savings account and a 1984 Ford Escort (unregistered)

that the petitioner believes is worth about $1,000.

The petitioner does not use the truck for employment or

disability-related reasons.

ORDER

The Department's decision is affirmed.
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REASONS

The regulations governing the treatment of "licensed

vehicles" are set forth in Food Stamp Manual  273.8(g) and

(h). They provide that, unless specifically "exempt"1, the

portion of a car's market value, regardless of the

petitioner's "equity", in excess of $4,500.00 will be

counted as a resource. The resource maximum under the food

stamp regulations is $2,000.00. F.S.M.  273.8(b). The

petitioner readily concedes that the market value of the car

is well in excess of $6,500. Thus, it must be concluded

that the petitioner has resources under the regulations in

excess of the program maximum. Inasmuch as the Department's

decision is in accord with the regulations, the Board is

bound by law to affirm it. 3 V.S.A.  3091(d); Food Stamp

Fair Hearing Rule No. 17.

FOOTNOTES

1The petitioner concedes he does not meet any of the

criteria for exemption. See F.S.M.  273.8(h)(1).
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