



Children and Family Council for Prevention Programs
Meeting notes

December 17, 2009

Attendance: members: Bob Sheil, Cailie Burns, Dick Smith, Mike McAdoo, Kreig Pinkham, Linda Johnson, Kellie Coakley

Others: Caprice Hover, Christine Kilpatrick, Stacy Jolles, Cassie Isabelle, Ruth Matthews, Susan Kamp, Theresa Lay-Sleeper, Cindy Walcott, Steve Dale, Patricia Moulton-Powden, Tom Tremblay, Scott Johnson. Steve Coulman 
Vote approved November meeting notes 

FACJJ (federal advisory committee on juvenile justice)
annual reports distributed; consensus that VT SAG should participate in plan survey and development this year.

JJ Specialist report

· need to clarify communications from, within, between workgroups; need to clarify membership & leadership

· Chair asks that all meeting notes be sent to Specialist and Christina Bell by the 2nd Wednesday of each month
· Poverty Council – attended meeting and will continue to look for leverage where CFCPP might participate

· JJDPA reauthorization update, especially impacting VT pre-sentence felony-charged youth

· CJJ annual conference 4/9 – 13 – topic School Success
open to members

· System Improvement RFP out w/ focus on 16 – 17 year old offenders; need grant review team
· technical assistance request made obo St. Albans Teen Center

Membership update
Cailie Burns
· exploring webinar as option for increasing youth participation
Guest discussions
 DCF Commissioner Steve Dale and Family Services Deputy Cindy Walcott




Labor Commissioner Patricia Moulton-Powden




Public Safety Commissioner Tom Tremblay

Chair Pinkham shared CFCPP priorities developed or affirmed in the 2009 3-year plan and guests shared relevant department priorities in areas of mutual concern:
Labor – infusion of funds from economic stimulus a boon to summer youth employment last year; unfortunately not long term; wonderful opportunities for youth in need; 

· Job Corps resource and challenges

· Opportunities for connection – CFC and youth employment / internship; connections in state ‘Youth in Transition’ leadership team
Public Safety – 
· Special Investigation Units being implemented or available in all areas of state

· where gaps exist, VSP(state police)increased targeted staff capacity w/ expertise; local law enforcement are also expanding expertise and designating targeted staff

· discussion – identified need for general public education re: perpetrators and effective prevention strategies

· discussion – CFCPP position in opposition to ‘A Walsh’ inclusion of youth who commit sexual offenses on a public internet registry, but supportive of  significant efforts in child sex abuse prevention and protection 
· substance abuse; highway safety, increased prescription drug abuse among youth; connections w/ Labor re: increased drug testing
DCF Family Services 

· Child protection case loads have changed dramatically with a 40 – 45% increase due to centralized reporting of child protection complaints
· 2009 legislation authorized ‘differential response’ to protection complaints and investigations allowing for interventions before a child or family are in such trouble that the state must step in to request a court intervention or custody

· custody of children  and substitute care continues to decline over several years

These factors offer opportunities and need to change case loads, practices, and targets of FS intervention

· the delinquency / youth probation cases are also declining – about 20% from previous year 

Primary Prevention Plan (PPP)
Scott Johnson joined to discuss the PPP, due again in July 2010. CFCPP is responsible per V.S.A. 33:33; it is a prevention plan of state government departments and agencies and Scott, from the AHS Secretary’s Office has provided leadership within those state agencies, along with Barbara Cimaglio, (ADAP),  and staff / members of CFC: Ruth Matthews, Mike McAdoo, Dick Smith, Sally Redpath, (Labor), and Theresa Lay-Sleeper. 

This PPP workgroup met recently to review interim PPP-related outcomes and next steps. It is clear that most designated prevention funding known to the PPP workgroup is federally-sourced.
The PPP of 2008 established that state government would focus on 4 prevention outcomes:
1. Health, 2. Safety, 3. Economic Security, 4.Enagement / connectedness

Now, the question to the CFCPP is – ‘how should the PPP move forward’/ what are the common prevention goals and how can the focus be maintained in  the face of program and budget cuts / how can the PPP be a useful tool and not a burden to state government?
Discussion – PPP not well known. Connect it w/ NPO coalitions e.g. U. Way; 

PPP needs ‘a face’ – it needs anecdotal data to illustrate how connecting prevention efforts across entities can enhance those efforts. Showing success may strengthen the resolve of prevention focus. 
Decision: This last suggestion is agreed on as the springboard for the next workgroup meeting and plan. 

CBCAP (child abuse prevention block grant) – revisit November vote
following the 11/09 vote to allocate CBCAP funds for 2010, it was learned that there are now only 15 designated Parent Child Centers, not 16. Discussion about funds allocation and formula.

Motion and vote to allocate the agreed to whole PCC allocation to 15 centers, not 16: vote passed w/ no dissent, Linda Johnson abstained.

Workgroup updates:

Policy / jurisdiction update Bob Sheil

· the 1st Jurisdiction meeting was held on 12/2/09 and was well-attended; participants agreed to continue meeting bi-monthly with schedule established as follows:

· 2/3/10, 
4/7/10, 
6/2/10
· agreed upon purpose continues to be developing effective alternatives to adult court processing for juvenile offenders 

Grants
Kreig Pinkham
· Workgroup needs more information, consolidated information, and a unified timeline re: grants 

overseen by CFCPP

· discussion – would like grants information available on web

· workgroup meeting notes were distributed; JJ Specialist requested clarification or removal of a statement in those notes re: communications; chair agreed to resubmit

· next meeting of this workgroup is 1/11/10
Thank you Steve
Steve Coulman, seventeen year member of the CFCPP, and recent retiree of DCF joined the meeting so that members could say goodbye and thank him for his dedication, leadership and mentoring to all while he served the Council. (Attached letter)
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